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Merging a myriad of areas, Leon Cooper, 1972 Nobel Laureate in Physics, invites his 

readers to consider science from many different perspectives. In this collection of talks and 

essays, Cooper connects science to a range of areas common to human experience, such as 

faith, art, and prolific works including Dante’s Inferno. Throughout this book, the reader’s 

gaze remains on science, but the lenses through which science is viewed continue to 

change. As Cooper orients, and reorients, his readers he calls them to ask more questions 

than those that are answered. 

 

Throughout the three areas of discussion within Science and Human Experience the reader 

is drawn to view science from new perspectives, bringing new questions. For this reviewer, 

two questions rang loudest “can humanity explain the world with science?” and “can 

science explain humanity?” Cooper provides many discussions in response to these 

questions, for example, he explores whether our universe is truly Euclidean in nature 

through the simple explanation of a triangle. Yet, the universe cannot all be explained with 

science; for example, Cooper discusses how we are always left with the difficult problems, 

the “easy” problems having been solved. Perhaps it is not that we have solved the easy 

problems, but that the means needed for the solution have arrived, according to Cooper. So, 

while we cannot explain the universe in its entirety, the questions we have today may be 

answered in the future, leaving us with new difficult problems. One is left wondering how 

much of the universe we can explain with science. 

 

While the limits of science are indeed important, the other question presented by Cooper is 

“can science explain humanity?” This question was significantly more complex for this 

reviewer. Through essays about whether we will ever be able to explain consciousness, or 

achieve it in robots, neural networks, and memory, Cooper explores what it means to be 

human from a scientific perspective. Admittedly, the essay on Memories and Memory is a 

bit of a cognitive leap for someone with limited studies in biology; luckily, the other 

chapters focused on consciousness and memory still provide depth to the exploration of a 

scientific explanation of humanity. To Cooper, any human experience can be explained by 

science, but this explanation should not replace the experience. In this respect, I would 

completely agree; while science may one day be able to explain humanity, it is not the only 

way humanity should be understood.  

 



 

 

This book provides a though provoking read for anyone with an interest in science. Cooper 

does a good job of providing simple explanations from all areas, including literature, art, 

and science, but having a background in any or each of these areas will certainly help the 

reader ask deeper questions. As one of the “intrepid few who [began] with the first and 

read through to the last” (p. xii) essay of this book, I can only say that no apologies were 

needed Dr. Cooper, I enjoyed my entire experience. 
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